
JULY: Housing and the wealth gap 
 

If you lend money to my people, to the poor among you, you shall not deal with them as a 
creditor; you shall not exact interest from them. (Exodus 22:25) 

 
The following is from Decolonizing Wealth by Edgar Villanueva. Villanueva is an expert on social 
justice philanthropy and an enrolled member of the Lumbee Tribe.i 
 

Now, some will say that it’s “just the economy, stupid,” the natural outcome of an ideology that 
puts the welfare of the free market and the rights of corporations before the welfare and rights 
of people.  But I say that those who would focus the blame on the system of capitalism or 
neoliberalism are obscuring the real root of the problem.  As Malcolm X said, “You can’t have 
capitalism without racism.” 
 
Since at least the 1400’s white supremacy has been the justification for colonization, the 
conquest and exploitation of non-European lands, backed by a claim of divine sanction.  
European white imperialism spent centuries marching around the world, using whatever means 
necessary to amass and consolidate resources and wealth.  Now, adding insult to injury, those 
who were stolen from or exploited to make that wealth – Indigenous people, people of African 
descent, and many other people of color – must apply for access to that wealth in the form of 
loans or grants; we must prove ourselves worthy.  We are demeaned for our lack of resources, 
scrutinized, and often denied access at all. . . 
 
For most people, medicine is something used to treat or cure a disease, often a [synthetic] drug 
or sometimes and herb.  In Native traditions, however, medicine is a way of achieving balance.  
An Indigenous medicine person doesn’t just heal illnesses -- he or she can restore harmony or 
establish a state of being like peacefulness. . .many kinds of things can be medicine: a place, a 
word, a stone, an animal. . .Anyone can find and use medicine, just by allowing your intuition 
and feelings. . . 
 
It has taken me a long time. . .to accept that the medicine that has chosen me is money.  
Because, I mean, money?  Come on.  Money corrupts.  Money is dirty, even filthy.  Money is the 
root of all evil, doesn’t the Bible say that? 
 
. . .in fact, the Bible doesn’t say money’s the root of all evil.  It says the love of money is the root 
of all evil – in other words, when we let it be more important than life, relationships and 
humanity. 
 
…Money is like water.  Water can be a precious life-giving resource.  But what happens when 
water is dammed, or when a water cannon is fired on protestors in sub-zero temperatures?  
Money should be a tool of love, to facilitate relationships, to help us thrive, rather than to hurt 
and divide us.  If it’s used for sacred, life-giving, restorative purposes, it can be medicine. 
 



Can you imagine ways to use money as medicine, promoting healing?   
Think of this, not only as your own individual money, 

but money that is gathered collectively; church, government, local taxes, etc. 
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