
JUNE – Intersectionality 
 
“Many Black Christian girls are seduced by white evangelicalism, because, hell, it seems to be 
working out so well for white people. I mean, white Jesus helps white people to win a lot. But 
when my grandmother showed me that I could take a different approach to my theology, that it 
could be a push and pull, a debate, and even an ongoing set of arguments with God, she freed 
me up from my investment in being a Christian Goody Two-Shoes. I don’t even believe God 
wants that. The God of Christianity seems to love people who are engaged in all manner of 
scandals, affairs, and murders. But I digress. We also have an absurd theology of discrimination 
against LGBTQ people. And far too many churches still believe that women can’t be preachers 
or pastors. The thing we would all do well to remember is that conservative Christian theology 
was used to enslave Black people. We can use our theology to oppress people or to liberate 
them. That’s our choice. 
 
Sometimes this means that we have to reject the kind of Christian teaching that sets up a false 
binary between flesh and spirit, mind and body, and sacred and secular. To be Black in the 
United States is to be taught our flesh is dirty and evil. A liberatory theology for us cannot be at 
war with our very bodies. A liberatory theology for women cannot set us at war with the 
desires for touch, companionship, and connection that well up like deep springs in our spirits. 
When we hear about how “the heart is deceitful above all things,” which is an actual verse, it 
teaches us to suppress our deepest longings, not to trust our own thoughts and our own 
counsel. For people who have been enslaved and oppressed because of their race, or gender, or 
sexuality, such interpretations are dangerous.” 
 
- from Eloquent Rage: A Black Feminist Discovers Her Superpower, by Brittney Cooper, p139-
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